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From the Desk of Rev. Burch

There	  is	  a	  small,	  mostly	  overlooked	  book	  in	  the	  Old	  
Testament	  that	  many	  Christians	  barely	  recognize	  the	  
name	  of	  –	  “Obadiah.”	  Obadiah	  the	  prophet	  left	  us	  a	  
simple	  book	  with	  a	  single,	  short	  chapter.	  It	  might	  be	  easy	  
to	  get	  lost	  in	  the	  prophet’s	  Ciery	  language	  referencing	  
war	  and	  conClict,	  or	  his	  allusions	  to	  people	  and	  places	  not	  
immediately	  familiar	  to	  us.	  But	  taking	  one	  step	  back	  
Obadiah	  poses	  a	  problem	  we	  have	  all	  faced	  in	  our	  
personal	  lives	  at	  one	  time	  or	  another,	  namely,	  the	  
frustration	  we	  feel	  the	  support	  we	  expected	  from	  friends	  
or	  colleagues	  disappears	  leaving	  us	  to	  face	  the	  obstacle	  
alone.	  Sometimes	  its	  those	  who	  want	  to	  be	  on	  the	  
sideline	  who	  can	  get	  under	  our	  skin	  more	  than	  the	  
problem	  directly	  facing	  us.
“Shame shall cover you for the violence done to your 
brother while you stood aloof,” Obadiah says, with 
vehemence. Obadiah was angry with the people of Edom 
who did nothing to help the people of Judah when they were 
under assault. Obadiah is full of righteous indignation.

Isn’t this how it goes sometimes? The people whom we 
think should be in the battle with us are on the sideline. 
What do we do when our frustration with complacency 
becomes itself a burden? It is easy to just conclude that 
others don’t care so why should I, or imagine you are better 
off “going it alone.” The temptation is strong. But the 
solution is a middle road between isolating from others and 
adding to the list of enemies in an already hostile world.

It is that patient endurance that can help us to gain better 
perspective. This is a tall order. There aren’t many of us who 
can quell our own anger and frustration upon noticing it. 
With indignation, Obadiah threatened the Edomites, saying 
that God will destroy all the wise among their people.

I’m reminded of how frequently Martin Luther King, Jr – in 
the wake of remembering his birthday – was faced time and 
time again with allies and supporters who disappeared or 
became silent when it came time to march. King seemed to 
express at times that it was the progressive ministers who 
talked a good story but were nowhere to be found when 
things got really heated. It’s reminiscent of the Gospels 
which state that as things grew intense, “they all forsook 
[Jesus] and fled.” Though few people will ever face what 
Jesus or King faced with regards to losing friends and 
supporters due to the sheer threatening nature of their life 
circumstances. Truth be told, while we may be warranted in 
our disappointment of other peoples’ absence, we are 
probably not as isolated as we imagine. It’s just another one 
of those situations that takes a little more patient endurance, 
stick-to-it-ness, and confidence that we gain by staying on 
the right path, regardless of the actions of others. Life can be 
frustrating and people can make it that way for us, but it 
certainly doesn’t make our life unusual, nor is it a sign to 
give up. Thank God King did not interpret his obstacles that 
way. He had plenty of reason to give up.

As we remember Martin Luther King, Jr. and all he faced in 
his struggle for justice, may it be an encouraging reminder 



that we can choose to inject our struggles with a shot of 
stamina that provides us the patient endurance we need to 
achieve our goals, regardless of who is or is not in it with us.

Mike

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Important Dates:

Sunday, January 27 Annual Meeting after Church

Tuesday, February 12 Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper 6PM

MID WEEK & LENTEN BIBLE STUDYS
The mid-week Bible study is held Wednesday mornings at 
10:00AM.  We have just completed  the book of Revelation. 
We are now in the process of picking another project to 
study.
All are welcome!

Lenten Bible Study Series will begin Monday, Feb. 25th 
at 5:45PM.  Come for the Pizza, stay for the discussion!
(The series will continue for three Mondays in March as 
well, the 4th, 18th, & 25th).

Adopt-‐A-‐Family

Thank	  you	  all	  once	  again	  for	  another	  successful	  year.	  	  Your	  
generosity	  and	  support	  of	  this	  annual	  project	  is	  deeply	  
appreciated	  not	  only	  by	  our	  adopted	  families	  and	  by	  us,	  as	  
well.	  	  

Here	  is	  a	  picture	  of	  the	  gi=s	  we	  collected	  before	  they	  were	  
prepared	  for	  delivery.

Thanks	  again,	  Audrey	  &	  Paula

News	  from	  the	  Music	  Stand

Thank	  you	  to	  the	  choir,	  	  we	  finished	  2012	  
strong	  with	  wonderful	  Advent	  and	  Christmas	  
Music.	  	  2013	  will	  bring	  lots	  of	  new	  music.

We	  would	  like	  to	  officially	  welcome	  two	  new/
returning	  choir	  members,	  Caitlin	  Rivet	  and	  Lyubov	  Krepkikh.	  
Welcome!
Jerilyn



Thank You’s
A	  Note	  of	  Thanks:
Thank	  you	  to	  all	  of	  the	  Lime	  Rock	  BapTst	  family	  that
contributed	  to	  my	  Christmas	  present	  this	  year.	  	  Thank	  you	  
for	  your	  kindness,	  your	  gi=	  will	  help	  a	  lot	  as	  we	  paint	  and	  
decorate	  the	  music	  room	  downstairs.
Jerilyn

I	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  everyone	  who	  contributed	  to	  
my	  Christmas	  gi=.	  It	  was	  an	  unexpected,	  pleasant	  surprise.	  
Thank	  you	  again.
Eunice	  

Thank	  you	  to	  Steve	  &	  Jerilyn	  Cranshaw	  for	  the	  beauTful	  job	  
they	  did	  painTng	  the	  music	  room	  downstairs	  (old	  office).	  
Great	  color!

MUSIKGARTEN 
Calling All Babies and 

Toddlers!

Jerilyn would like to speak with 
parents that are interested in 

participating in Musikgarten classes at LRBC.  
Musikgarten is an early childhood music and 
movement class for infants to toddlers.  For more 
information please contact Jerilyn at 
jerilyncranshaw@gmail.com  or (401) 465-3982

Happy Birthday to you”
The following members will be 

celebrating
January & February birthday’s :

Jan.17! Barbara St Germaine
Jan. 22 Ruth Bury
Jan. 26 Ethel Wright
Jan. 29 Bertha Crompton
Jan. 29 Norma Balfour

Feb.04 Everett Wilbur
Feb.12 Muriel Andreoni
Feb.21  Millie Bauer
Feb.21 Gordon Jackson
Feb.27 Paul Bateson   

Happy Anniversary to:

Jan.14! Deborah & Ken Plante
Jan.21! Audrey & Ron Rivet
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Keep Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 6:00PM Open! 
Lime Rock Baptist Church will be 

celebrating our annual
 “SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE 

SUPPER”
A great start to the Lenten season!

Come and enjoy a delicious meal of pancakes 
plus feel free to bring your most decadent dessert 

to share.

Please sign up on the sign up sheet in the narthex 
so we know how many to plan for.

Be Sure too Come!!

“Baby Dedication”

On Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013, Cameron Jonathan Miller 
was dedicated here at LRBC. 
Cameron is the Son of Erin Plante & Jonathan Miller. 
His maternal grandparents are Ken & Debbie Plante.  
Cameron is shown with his grandmother, Debbie 
Plante  and great grandfather, Ralph Lancaster



After Church Coffee Hour
                                The new sign-up sheet for 2013 in 
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  We are 
desperately in need of Volunteers for the after church 
coffee hour!!!!

We are looking for volunteers 
to supply the refreshments for 
after Church this includes 
making coffee,setting up for, 
and cleaning up after the 
coffee hour.   
If you are unable to do a whole 
! month you can sign up for 
the weeks you are able.  Also if 
your uneasy signing up to work 

alone, you can team up with another person or couple 
and work together.  Thank you!

Ideas!    Ideas!    Ideas!
Wanted!

I am looking for suggestions to make the LimeRocker 
Newsletter more interesting.  I would appreciate any ideas 
for articles you wish to see in the future.  One thought is: 
Having each committee give  a small monthly report as to 
what they are doing in their committees.  This would keep 
the church members up-to-date on whats going on here at 
LRBC..  Maybe choosing a member of the month to write an 
article about. etc.. 

taken from Jokes Clean.com on internet:

 Creation

An atheist scientist came to God and said, “We‘ve figured 
out how to make a man without you”

God said, “OK, let me see you do it.”

So the atheist bent down to the ground and scooped up a 
handful.  But God stopped him and said, “Oh, no you don’t.  
Get your own dirt!”
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